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Roberta Thoman ’65 Named Distinguished Alumni for 2010 
 

S

The Alumni Council recently named Roberta (Grove) 
Thoman as the “Distinguished Alumni” for 2010. As the 
recipient, Roberta joins a distinguished group of SHS 
graduates and will be recognized at commencement 
services, tentatively scheduled for June 3rd. Roberta will be 
given the opportunity to address the graduating class and will 
be honored with a plaque in the auditorium lobby.  Roberta 
was nominated for this honor by fellow alumni (former 
students) and selected by the alumni council. 
 
In a recent Alumni Pride article, Roberta remarked, “A good 
teacher sets out to be good teacher, not a popular one.” To 
the thousands of alumni privileged to have been in one of her 
English classes, she earned the rare distinction of being 
both. 

 
Roberta graduated from Susquehannock in 1965, and her record of achievement was a preview 
of how she would live her life – with hard work, a commitment to excellence, and a keen sense 
of what was important.  
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She was a consistent honor roll student, National Merit Scholarship finalist, and class 
valedictorian. Roberta also excelled outside the classroom, earning district and regional chorus 
distinctions. She also played volleyball, lettering in 11th and 12th grade, winning the first-ever 
York County championship, the beginning of a long 
tradition of excellence in that sport for the “Red and 
White.” On stage, Roberta was active in school plays, 
even remembering her role in Elwood Ruth’s production 
of Pillow Talk. And to fill up her remaining spare time, she 
was yearbook editor.  
 
Upon graduation, Roberta attended The College of 
William and Mary in Williamsburg, Va., to study English, 
taking teaching credits in addition. “The Tribe” had no 
volleyball team, so she addressed her love of sports by 
playing varsity field hockey and lacrosse. She was 
elected to the Mortar Board (a national academic honor 
society), and was a resident advisor.  
 
After graduating with academic honors in 1969, Roberta returned to Glen Rock and became 
Mrs. Thoman, marrying her high school sweetheart, Terry, an SHS alumnus who graduated 
from Gettysburg that same year.  She also returned to Susquehannock High School, this time to 



teach English, immediately becoming involved in student life as yearbook advisor, assistant 
volleyball coach, and later as head field hockey coach.  
 
After four years, she took a maternity leave – an extended leave of 10 years – to raise her 
children, Ann and Matt. But teaching was in her blood, and she returned to the classroom in 
1983, resuming her active leadership role, this time as set designer for the all-school plays and 
faculty advisor for the National Honor Society and the yearbook.  She retired from 
Susquehannock in June 2009.  
 
In the community, Roberta was active on the Glen Rock Library Board and with her church 
choir, Sunday school (as teacher), and administrative board. In retirement, she has started a 
book club, works occasionally in York’s Historic Central Market, walks on the Rail Trail, and is 
active on the SHS Alumni Council and Southern York County School District Foundation Board 
of Directors.   
 
Her favorite retirement benefit is the time she has to visit her children and grandchildren. Ann 
’92, like her mother graduated from William and Mary and is raising her children (four and eight) 
in Fairfax, Va. Matt ’95, another William and Mary alum, is a financial consultant in Washington 
D.C.  
 
For Roberta, Susquehannock has been a constant, having experienced it from every possible 
vantage point, as a student, a teacher, a parent, and an active alumnus. “I feel privileged to 
have been associated with the school in all phases of my life,” she said. I am proud of and 
honored by my association. I walked into the building each day with the expectation that 
something good was going to happen. And it usually did.” 

 

Family Endows Stephen Schultz, III ‘06 Scholarship 
The Schultz Family recently presented a 
$10,000 check to the school district foundation 
establishing a permanent scholarship 
memorializing Stephen Schultz III ‘06, killed in 
a tragic automobile accident in June 2008. 
Earnings from the endowment will, each year, 
assist a graduate, exemplifying the ideals of 
sportsmanship and community service, ideals 
that guided Stephen’s life. 

 

While at Susquehannock, Stephen was active 
on the baseball and ice hockey teams. He 
remained active in local sports after graduation 
as a pitcher with the Southern Titans and as a 
member of Shrewsbury’s fast-pitch men’s 

softball team. He had earned an associate’s degree at Harrisburg Area Community College and 
was accepted at York College to pursue a teaching degree in History.  

During their presentation, the family explained that their contribution represented funds the 
family had saved for Stephen’s college tuition. With Stephen’s passing, they decided to use the 
money to help someone else so that Stephen could, in some way, “live on through them,” a 
living legacy to the memory of their son.  

Shown in the photo (above L-R), are School Board President Robert Schefter, Foundation 
Executive Director Dale Keagy, Stephen’s father, Stephen Jr., brother Patrick, and mother 
Donna. Receiving the endowment is Foundation Vice President Jeff Brown. Absent from the 
photo are brothers Mathew and Jeffrey.  

  



Students Organize Help for Haiti 

  

 
Middle and high school students recently organized 
campaigns to collect money and clothing for victims 
of the Haiti earthquake. With a goal of raising 
$3,000, high school students collected spare 
change, which was donated to Doctors Without 
Borders, an international humanitarian organization. 

 
 

 
As a part of the campaign, students created a video 
announcement that was played each morning to 
remind students and staff about the campaign. 
Students also promoted the campaign at a recent 
pep rally. 
 

In addition to the high school’s cash raising efforts, the middle school sponsored a clothing 
drive. Students helped sort and collect pants, shorts, shirts, sweaters, dresses, sweatshirts, 
hats, and socks. The school donated about 20 boxes (80 – 100 bags) of clothes to Haiti.  

 
 

 Alumni Spotlight - Daniel Jesse Mays ‘43 
 

Jesse grew up and attended school in New Freedom, a child of the Great Depression, working 
canning seasons at Charles G. Summers and whatever odd jobs that came his way. These 
experiences gave him an appreciation for the simple things and the value of hard work – 
qualities that served him well. His father’s name was Daniel Webster Mays, but his son Daniel 
Jesse was always “Jesse.” 
 
He graduated from New Freedom High School (now the community building) at the height of 
WWII, but his mother received his diploma, Jesse having a previous engagement that evening – 
with the United States Army. Students in good standing and of enlistment age were permitted to 
leave school a semester early for the purpose of serving. Then and now a fervent patriot, Jesse 
took advantage of the offer. 
 
There were only 100 students in the high school, 30 in the graduating class, but that didn’t stop 
the school from having a strong sports program, one that Jesse took advantage of. Even at that 
size, New Freedom was the second high school in York County to field a football team and had 
a baseball team that was a consistent contender. Jesse was a running back and infielder, 
lettering in both sports. He was also the sports editor of the school newspaper, and his interest 
in sports, specifically his interest in baseball, was to be a guiding force in his early life. But first 
there was a war to be won. 
 
He completed his basic training as an army infantryman in Washington state and was then 
transferred to the prestigious Army Specialized Training Program (ASTP), sent to programs at 
the University of Utah and then Montana State College. His specialty was engineering, and he 
was being trained in reconstruction efforts, but the ASTP program was discontinued in 1944, 
causing Jesse to enroll as an aviation cadet in a program designed to replace lost pilots in the 
Pacific.  As to the ASTP program, Jesse recalls with pride that its alumni include  Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger, television news anchor Roger Mudd, U.S. Senator Frank Church, and 
New York Mayor Ed Koch.  
 
But the Army (as the Army tended to do) changed its mind about the aviation program and sent 
Jesse back to Oregon for additional infantry training with “Task Force Herron,” a division 
organized to replace fallen infantrymen in the Pacific.  



  

 
Toward the end of 1945, the Army finally decided what it wanted to do with Daniel Jesse Mays 
and sent him to Camp Miles Standish, outside Boston, to undergo final training for deployment 
to the European Theater of Operation. After two years of seemingly endless training, his army 
life suddenly became interesting, beginning with an unescorted run across the Atlantic in a 
converted cruise ship and an unexpected deployment with General Patton’s Sixth Army to 
provide relief in the Battle of the Bulge, as a member of the 274th Infantry Regiment.  
 
The 274th fought for 86 continuous days in the Bastogne relief effort, earning a distinguished 
unit citation for its heroic actions. Jesse earned a combat infantryman’s badge and three battle 
stars for his service.  
 
After turning back the German offensive at Bastogne, the 274th was heavily involved in forcing 
the German retreat, and Jesse served several combat postings in France and Germany, 
returning to the United States in 1946.  
 
After an honorable discharge, he enrolled in Dickinson College that September under the G.I. 
Bill, but his passion for baseball had never left him, and after a semester, he accepted a 
contract offer from the Pittsburgh Pirates organization to play in its farm system in the 
Pennsylvania-Ontario-New York (PONY) league in Hornell New York. For the next several 
years, he lived the life of a “baseball bum” in the post war minor leagues, playing successively in 
Greenville, Ala. (1948) Salisbury, N.C. (1949) and then to New Iberia, La. when his contract was 
purchased by the Boston Braves.  
 
He started the 1950 season in Hagerstown, Md., but when his contract was optioned to Eau 
Claire, Wis., Jesse – now engaged to Dottie Stermer (Class of 1948) – decided to retire from 
baseball and “return to the real world.” He married Dottie that summer and started working for 
American Insulator (A.I.) in New Freedom.  
 
A.I. was an organization keenly interested in attracting baseball players for the New Freedom 
town team and Jesse played there for a few years, but now 26 years old, married, with a child 
on the way, he decided it was time to take life more seriously and focus on a career. He worked 
with Tom Kerrigan, coaching the Glen Rock town team for a few years, but his baseball life was 
mostly over. He worked at “real jobs” as he described them, leaving American Industries for 
Black and Decker, then Crescent Industries, and finally Caterpillar Tractor, where he spent 20 
years as a tool designer, retiring in 1986.  
 
Jesse and Dottie have five children, all Susquehannock graduates. Daniel ‘69 graduated from 
the U.S. Naval Academy and continued a career in the U.S. Navy; Andy ’71 attended 
Gettysburg College, worked for the FBI and then the Maryland State Police, Robert ’73 became 
a tool and die maker and carpenter and is an avid skier in Colorado; Jenny ’78 attended York 
Art Institute and is an interior designer, Tracy ’81 has an Associate’s degree and works in the 
travel industry.   
 
He is well known in the community, having served as a member of the local school board for 
eight years, and a leader in the consolidation boards that merged six municipal school districts 
into one – the Southern York County School District.  His publication, One Hundred Years of 
Glen Rock Sports documents a rich community and high school tradition and has been 
accepted into the library of the Baseball Hall of Fame. Jesse was inducted into the York Area 
Sports Hall of Fame in 2005. 
 
Thanks to Daniel Jesse Mays ’43 for making us “Warrior Proud.” 
 
 
 



Registered Alumni Count Continues to Grow! 
 
PASS IT ALONG!  Send a copy of the alumni newsletter to a classmate and encourage him or 
her to register on the alumni website at: http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/alumni_add.cfm 

 

Class of:  # Registered  Class of:  # Registered Class of:  # Registered 
2009 12 1989  27 1970  11 
2008 17 1988 25 1969  24 
2007  7 1987  57 1968  11 
2006  21 1986  30 1967  18 
2005  45 1985  35 1966  3 
2004  12 1984  16 1965  7 
2003  20 1983  34 1964  2 
2002  18 1982  33 1963  13 
2001  28 1981  5 1962  5 
2000  44 1980  5 1961  9 
1999  41 1979  19 1960  9 
1998  40 1978  13 1959  2 
1997  43 1977  14 1958  10 
1996  21 1976  18 1957  17 
1995  38 1975 16 1956  4 
1994  28 1974  12 1955  14 
1993  31 1973  10 1954  9 
1992  27 1972 19 1953  11 
1991  40 1971  14 1952  4 
1990  19 Total Registered Alumni 1,138 

 
 

Reunion News 
Class of 1954 56th Reunion June 22, 2010 

Reunion will be held at Shady Maple Smorgasbord in Blue Ball from 11AM to 3PM 
Contact Jim Koller at 717-838-5972: hjkollersr@verizon.net 

Class of 1960 50th Reunion October 29/30, 2010 
Reunion will be a two-day event beginning at SHS Homecoming on October 29, beginning with 
reception, game, and building tour. The dinner will be at Great American Saloon in Red Lion. 

Contact Donna Bailey Copenhaver at 717-764-5890 
maxanddonna@verizon.net 

Class of 1990 20th Reunion TBA 
The Class of 1990 reunion is organizing. Please contact Deb Rivera at 717-417-6095 or 

dsb192@psu.edu 

Class of 1995 15th Reunion TBA 
The Class of 1995 Reunion is organizing. Please contact April Feree at 

shswarriors_1995@yahoo.com 

For additional information about these reunions, or to post information about your 
reunion, access the SHS alumni website:  

http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/alumni_reunions.cfm 

 

  

http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/alumni_add.cfm
mailto:maxanddonna@verizon.net
http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/alumni_reunions.cfm


The Alumni Field House – Are You a Part of It? 
 

  

One of the most distinctive features of the 
Susquehannock campus is the Alumni Field House 
and Plaza. In addition to its striking beauty and 
majesty, its uniqueness lies in its funding source – 
Susquehannock High School Alumni, family, and 
friends.  
 
Through the purchase of engraved bricks, paving 
stones, and plaques, this magnificent structure houses 
guest facilities and concessions, along with an 
attractive brick courtyard.  
 

The entire project is to be completed in three phases, with only Phase I complete. Additional 
contemplated phases include team rooms, a trainers’ room, and an alumni room. The 
Association is actively seeking additional patrons to support completion of this project. Are you a 
part of it? Do you want to be? 
 
Please help by completing the attached tear off and mail to 
Wayne McCullough, Susquehannock High School 
Alumni Association, Box 128, Glen Rock, PA 17327-
0128. 
 
The photo at the right is of completed phase I. The artist’s 
rendering below is of the entire completed project.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Brick/Paving Stone/Plaque Purchase 
Name: Phone# 

Street Address: 

City/State/Zip 

Brick ($300), Paving Stone ($750, or Plaque ($3,000) $ 
Payment may be made with this mailing or payable over three years in equal, annual 

installments. Please include installment with this mailing. You will receive a form for completion 
of your inscription. Mail to the listed address. Questions? Call Wayne McCullough at: 

717-235-4811 – Extension 7274. 
 

CCllaassss  HHoonnoorr  RRoollll  
The following classes have contributed to the field house project 

1952 1956 1965 
1953 1957 1968 
1954 1960 1969 
1955 1964 1977 



 
 

Alumni Pride” and More on Warrior TV Webcast 
 

 
Warrior Television productions featuring 
outstanding alumni are now webcast via 
the School District website.  Available 
productions are: 

For more school webcast info, click here: 
http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/channel_99.cfm 

Dan Goebler ‘95 Jeff & Joy (Keller) Brown ‘74 Glenn Geiple ‘72 
Todd Stiffler ’85  Jeff Joy ‘83 Daniel Jesse Mays ‘43 
Dave Seitz ‘53 Bob Williams ‘52 Kevin Krebs ‘94 
Mark Rill ‘99 Lisa Myers ‘89 Jeff Garner ‘95 
Wade Bowers ‘98 Darryl Engler ‘65 Jack Hedrick ‘55 
Daryl McCullough ‘82 Kevin Angle ‘97 Bobbie (Clark) Lamond ‘88 
Russ Kramer ‘83 Joshua Chronister ‘ 94 Bruce Bauman ‘ 67 
Jeff Molinsky ’97  Paul Rego, 97  Doug Walters ’03   
Ronnie (’85) and Rob (’89) 
McCoury  Eric Thiegs ‘91 Erica Shallcross ‘08NEW 

 

 

  

Scholarship Giving Opportunities for Alumni 
 
Name           __  ___  
 
Address              
 
City           State      Zip     
 
Contribution Amount:  $   
 

Mail to: 

Contribution Allocation Amount 
General Scholarship Fund $ 
Eric Gonzales Scholarship $ 
Thomas Kerrigan Scholarship 

SYCSD Foundation 
$ 

Loretta Rappoldt Scholarship $ 
P.O. Box 128 Karl Steger Scholarship 

Glen Rock, PA 17327-0128 
You will receive an 

acknowledgement of your gift 
for tax purposes. 

$ 
Kathy Yeater Scholarship $ 
Peggy Kingman (Welfare Fund) $ 
James McKinney Scholarship $ 
Ron Leese Scholarship $ 
Glen Rock High School Scholarship $ 
Other (Specify _____________) $ 
  

 Total Contribution  
 

http://www.syc.k12.pa.us/channel_99.cfm

